[Comparative features of the preventive action of carbamazepine and lithium carbonate in affective and schizoaffective psychoses].
The preventive properties of carbamazepine were studied and compared to those of lithium carbonate in patients suffering from affective and schizoaffective psychoses. Thirty-nine patients were examined. Of these, 19 patients received preventive treatment with carbamazepine and 20 with lithium carbonate. As to the preventive efficacy of carbamazepine, it turned out superior to lithium carbonate in all respects, particularly in cases of the monopolar depressive type of illness. The data obtained made it possible to analyze the possibilities of overcoming disadvantages of the preventive therapy with lithium carbonate by means of the use of carbamazepine or combined treatment with both the drugs, which considerably widens the potentialities of the preventive therapy of recurrent affective diseases. The method for the preventive therapy with carbamazepine and combined treatment including the use of lithium carbonate and carbamazepine are described.